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saved by the end of the campaigning season. Ashur-nasir-pal
thought it best to return through his crescent of conquest and
make sure that no resistance remained in his rear. He then
set himself with the same energy to consolidate and develop
his empire. Fine buildings began to appear in his cities, and
to ornament them he employed sculptors whose work from
then onwards became the criterion of elegance for all the
surrounding nations.

Ashur-nasir-pal abandoned the ancient city of Ashur, where
the buildings now rose high upon the accumulated ruins of a
dozen earlier towns. For the new capital of his empire he
chose the city of Kalakh or Nimrud, which was conveniently
placed for defence at the junction of the Tigris and the Greater
Zab. It was here that two thousand seven hundred years later
an Englishman called Austen Henry Layard astonished the
world by his discovery of the Assyrian royal palaces, with
their numerous sculptures and written records. *

Ashur-nasir-paPs son, Shalmaneser III, maintained the
tradition and policy of his father with somewhat less osten-
tation. During his reign, for the first time since the life of
the patriarch Abraham, the people of Iraq came into direct
contact with the Biblical Hebrews. In aspiring to extend his
father's conquests in Syria, Shalmaneser found himself
faced by three comparatively strong Semitic states, Hamath,
Damascus and Israel. Hamath (the modern Hama, a beautiful
Arab market-town in the Orontes valley) had previously
submitted to Ashur-nasir-pal. Damascus had been saved by
the termination of the campaign, while Israel till now had .
stood beyond the sphere of Assyrian ambitions. In the early
years of Shalmaneser, we find Ahab, king of Israel, allied to
Hamath and Benhadad II of Damascus. There is no doubt
that the alliance was a hastily improvized affair, for during
the previous years, as we know from the Old Testament, there
had been a bitter and continuous three-sided struggle between
Aliab's father, Omri, Jehoshaphat of Judah and Benhadad.
In any case the Assyrians now found the combined resistance
of the three states by no means contemptible. There was an
indecisive battle at Karkar on the Orontes, after which'

*Sir Henry Layard was a most able and amusing writer, as well as
a great explorer. His long story of his travels in Iraq in the middle
of the last century and of the dramatic discoveries which he made at
Nimrud and Nineveh makes enjoyable reading.